
 

 
Measure Can CSM Sky 

Enrollments 24.0% 38.1% 37.9% 

Headcount 25.2% 37.8% 37.0% 

FTES 22.8% 39.6% 37.5% 
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How big is Skyline College? 
I am often asked how big the college is, and there are several different ways of telling that story.  One is 
to note that we now have over 10,000 students in terms of headcount, for the second fall in a row. 
 
Another is to compare our size to that of the other two 
colleges in the district.  The table to the right does that 
in terms of course enrollments, unduplicated 
headcount, and FTES (full-time equivalent students).  
It is clear from these data that Skyline is now close 
behind CSM in terms of size.  Skyline‘s share of the 
district‘s totals has been growing consistently over the 
past five years. 
 

 
Mural completed on the Gymnasium wall 
Skyline now has a new mural on the wall of the Gymnasium near its entrance.  Thanks to Christianne 
Marra for these three shots, the first one taken from the Main Quad and then the other two each at 
successively closer range.  In the first one you can see Mt. Diablo in the background.  The mural was 
painted by John Pugh, a well-known public artist who specializes in trompe l’oeil (fool the eye) works that 
pull the viewer into the painting.  The mural symbolizes what is within our walls with elements that refer to 
classical learning, physical education, and our multi-cultural community.  

The painting itself was done on a special kind of acrylic in the artist‘s studio and then applied to the wall 
with adhesive—rather like wallpaper—to create a durable work that is resistant to fading.  This is the 

 



 

 

 

second of the three art projects that Skyline commissioned to be installed.  The first was the mosaics on 
the pillars in building six, and yet to come will be a tile and steel work on the exterior staircase of Building 
4.   The works contribute to the inviting learning atmosphere of our campus and can be enjoyed by our 
whole community.  I would like to thank the members of the Art on Campus Task Force once again, for 
the countless hours they spent making these important recommendations for the college:  Donna 
Bestock, Co-Chair; Paul Bridenbaugh, Co-Chair; Eloisa Briones; Kathy Fitzpatrick; Richard Inokuchi; 
Linda Kisich; Judy Lariviere; Ellen Lowenstein; Sue Lorenzo; Justin Piergrossi; Julene Rhoan; Tiffany 
Schmierer; and Arthur Takayama. 
 
 

Follow up on the August 23 power outage 
Last week, I provided a briefing on the power outage that occurred at Skyline College on Monday, August 
23.  I invited comments on what worked well and what we might improve in terms of the handling of this 
emergency.  I appreciate the responses I received from half a dozen faculty and staff.  People expressed 
appreciation for the colleagues who assisted so well during the event.  Here are some of the key 
suggestions made:  the Emergency Address System (EAS) announcements must be articulated well and 
slowly to be understood; there are still areas of the campus where they cannot be heard well; it is vital to 
check the elevators immediately and to keep people in them company until help arrives; we need to 
provide an indoor waiting area for students on days when the weather is not so mild as it was that day; 
and we need greater clarity about the cancellation of classes.  Thanks to everyone who responded, and 
again to everyone who helped manage the situation on that day. 
 

 
SOCC luncheon brings student leaders together for training 
Last Friday, I had the pleasure of joining the students of the Students Organizations and Clubs Council 
(SOCC) for a luncheon, along with Regina Stanback Stroud, Vice President of Instruction, and members 
of the ASSC Executive Council.  I was able to meet and visit with students from several different clubs 
and to be inspired by their enthusiasm and their leadership.  The luncheon was followed by the first 
official meeting and training for Skyline‘s student clubs and organizations.  SOCC meets every Monday at 
1 pm in Room 
6202.  Students 
interested in 
joining or 
starting a 
student club or 
organization can 
contact the 
Student 
Activities Office 
at (650) 738-
4275 for 
additional 
information.  
Pictured here 
enjoying the 
introductions are 
students, faculty and staff.  In the front row are Amber Steele, Charity Walden, Richelle Gui, Courtney 
Chin, Priscilla Cortez, and Amanda Parker.  I took the photo.  
 
 
 
  



How is parking going at Skyline this term? 
With the completion of the parking lot refurbishment over the summer, Skyline now has at least 163 more 
student parking spaces than before, and 84 more staff parking spaces.  Our parking lots are relatively full, 
and the biggest crunch occurs at the point of the changeover of students as classes end and start.  We 
have no circular traffic of people hunting for spots, and there are always spaces open in lots A and C 
during the day.  The spaces are not close to the buildings, but they are open.  There is also new student 
parking on the south side of Pac Heights near the neighborhood, marked with the usual white stripes 
which identify student spots. We currently have 7 new daily parking permit machines on campus that take 
both coins and dollar bills.  These machines can be found in lots A, C, F, G, L, N, and P.  The parking 
map is on our website—see the A-Z list under Map. 

 
 
Schmierer to exhibit in Ceramics Annual of America Exhibition and Fair 
September 10-12 
Tiffany Schmierer, member of the Art faculty at Skyline, will be exhibiting her work at the inaugural 
Ceramics Annual of America Exhibition and Fair.  Her piece below is titled ―Links,‖ and is a recent work.  
Here are the details from the exhibition flyer. 
 

The Ceramics Annual of America (CAA) is an exhibition mounted to spotlight the quality and 
diversity of the contemporary ceramics field.  It is an unparalleled exhibition, the first event of its 
kind in the United States. On par with events like the Korea World Ceramic Biennale or the 
Ceramics Biennial at the Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche in Faenza, Italy, CAA will 
showcase one of the largest and most varied exhibitions of ceramic art in North America. 



 

 

 

Puente program brings families to campus 
Yesterday the Puente Program held its first Family Information Night for about 75 students and family 
members.  Attendees learned about the Puente Program, Skyline, and got an overview of higher 
education.  The information was extremely valuable since a majority of our students are 1

st
 generation 

college students.  The event enabled families to be directly a part of the students‘ education.  The 
program began with a key note by Interim Vice President of Student Services, Joe Madrigal, who gave a 
motivational speech.  I want to share Lucia Lachmayr‘s description of it:  ―It was an awesome speech, 
thoughtful and hitting all of our key Puente ‗happy places‘:  work hard, strive for a degree, (I did it, you can 
too), support each other, study in groups, use all the resources around you, etc….Plus it was very 
affirming to address all the parents in the crowd in Spanish as well as English.  Many only spoke Spanish, 
so it was a validating thing for them to be acknowledged that way.‖  Jorge Murillo, a Campus Ambassador 
and Puente member, provided information on Financial Aid.  Professor Lucia Lachmayr and Puente 
Counselor, Sandra Rodrigues, described the Puente Program and how Skyline College can help students 
attain their educational goals.  Together with family members and students, they brainstormed ways in 
which we all can help our students succeed at Skyline and at home.  Thanks for this fine event go to 
Lucia Lachmayr, Sandra Rodrigues, and work-study student Nancy Rodriguez as well as students Larissa 
Espada, Keren Estrada, and Angel Urbina.  Sandra Rodrigues provided these photos of Joe in action and 
the great crowd who attended. 

A surprising display appears at Skyline this week 
On Wednesday afternoon, one of the large windows in the Student Center suddenly shattered, as you 
can see below.  It is a double-paned window and only the interior pane was damaged; all the pieces 
remained in place as they were designed to do, creating the impression that we had been visited by Jack 
Frost.  The pane has been removed and will be replaced right away.  While our Facilities staff worked 
quickly to make the area safe and to determine what caused the event, many Skyline students and staff 
got a chance to see something that was oddly beautiful.  Thanks to Christianne Marra for these 
photographs of it.   
 
  

 



Coming Up… 
 

September 3, 2010 

        3:00 p.m., Women‘s Soccer vs. Hartnell College @ Skyline (Upper Field) 

        7:00 p.m., Wrestling – Alumni Scrimmage @ Skyline (Gym) 
 

September 4, 2010 

        12:00 p.m., Women‘s Volleyball – Skyline Classic @ Skyline (Gym) 
 

September 6, 2010 

        Labor Day – Holiday 

        12:00 p.m., Women‘s Volleyball – Shasta Classic @ Redding 
 

September 7, 2010 

        1:30 p.m., Men‘s Soccer vs. Modesto Junior College @ Modesto 

        3:30 p.m., Women‘s Soccer vs. Modesto Junior College @ Modesto 
 

September 8, 2010 

        4:30 – 6:30 p.m., FAFSA Workshop, Building 2 – 2117B 
 
 

Do you have a suggestion? 
One way to submit it is through our general e-Suggestion Box, via the hyperlink in the box below, or via 
the same box on the front page of our website at 
http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html 

 
  

                 
 
 
Here is the Website Redesign Project e-Suggestion Box, for feedback on the new website,  

      

  

         
  

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB2285GFS3LB9
http://remark.smccd.edu/cgi-bin/rws4.pl?FORM=B72-WebsiteFeedbackSurveyv1


For suggestions specific to the budget, here is the link:  
  

  
  

For state level information on community colleges, see these websites: 
·     The California Community College Chancellor‘s Office in Sacramento:  http://www.cccco.edu/  
·     The Community College League of California:  http://www.ccleague.org/  
·     The Research and Planning Group:  http://www.rpgroup.org/  
  
Skyline Shines is archived at http://www.skylinecollege.edu/facstaff/PresidentsOffice/skyshines/ 
 
----- 
Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 
President 
  
Skyline College 
  
3300 College Drive 
San Bruno, CA  94066 
650-738-4111 
  
www.SkylineCollege.edu 
morrowv@smccd.edu 
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